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GREAT DAYS OUT .  .  .

The Yorkshire Wolds Way is a fantastic route for 
exploring some of the most beautiful countryside  
in England.
From the banks of the mighty Humber estuary, along wooded slopes and 
through tranquil dry valleys, it climbs gently onto the tops of the rolling 
hills where on a clear day “you can see forever”.

The trail covers a total of 80 miles, but of course you don’t have to do it 
all at once ! There are fantastic days out to be enjoyed along its course, a 
selection of which are described in this booklet . Experiences that will put 
you in touch with nature, bring heritage to life, excite your taste buds and 
leave you breathless, invigorated and inspired . Adventures to be had with 
family and friends, as well as journeys off the beaten track in discovery of 
your own special places .

What are you waiting for? Go and explore!

Getting around

Information on public transport is available at www.traveline.info

What to bring with you

Suitable outdoor clothing and footwear are recommended . A map of  
the area is useful but not essential (Ordnance Survey map number 293, 
294, 300, 301 or the A-Z Adventure Atlas for the Yorkshire Wolds Way) . 
You might also like to bring a pair of binoculars for spotting wildlife .

Accommodation, food and drink

Information on staying and eating locally is available at  
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/YorkshireWoldsWay

Visit the Top Ten Experiences website for more 
information, including downloadable route maps  
for all of the walks in this booklet and more:  
www.top10trails.com
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The Yorkshire Wolds Way 
offers a unique, close-up 
view of the impressive 
Humber Bridge as it 
passes underneath the 
bridge along the  
Humber foreshore.



At one and a half miles (2 .2km), the  
Humber Bridge was the longest single span 
bridge in the world when it opened in 1981 . 
Today it’s the seventh longest  .  .  . but no less 
gigantic ! From the Yorkshire Wolds Way  
you can really appreciate the bridge’s vast 
scale . You can also discover a wealth of  
local wildlife, especially the abundance of 
birds that feed and nest on the Humber 
Foreshore – itself the perfect place to get 
muddy and explore .

For a less muddy experience, a walk along  
the bridge offers a unique and exhilarating 
experience . There is always something worth 
seeing here, with passing ships, birds feeding 
on the mudflats and spectacular views across  
the Humber Estuary . This may not be for the 
faint hearted, however, as the bridge  
reaches 30 metres above the water !

Humber Bridge Country Park, a Local 
Nature Reserve alongside the trail, offers 
nature trails that take in a variety of 
landscapes such as woodlands, meadows, 
ponds and towering cliffs . These habitats 
support an abundance of wildlife including 
butterflies, nesting and migrating birds, and 
nationally important species such as great 
crested newts and pipistrelle bats .

Look out for the developing Chalk Walk 
Project and exciting work to re-open the 
Hessle Mill on the foreshore .

 Start: Car parks at Hessle Foreshore or 
Humber Bridge North Bank viewing area    

 Distance: 3 .2 km (2 miles)    
 Time: 1 hour    
 Map: OS 293 

Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile
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near Market Weighton

Follow a circular walk 
around Market Weighton 
and Goodmanham village, 
hunting for treasure  
along a geocache trail – 
an adventure for the  
whole family.© Eamon Curry



Enjoy picturesque views whilst following 
a step-by-step trail in search of hidden 
treasure . Don’t worry, there’s no need to 
bring a spade or escape from pirates ! All you 
need to do is download the trail (using the 
link below) and bring it with you during your 
visit . The trail is available as a printable map 
or an electronic route, suitable for use with 
smartphones and GPS devices . It guides you 
on a short walk from Market Weighton to 
Goodmanham village, with clues to finding 
different containers – known as ‘geocaches’ – 
that are hidden along the route . Find all  
of the caches to obtain a secret password 
that unlocks a special prize !

Market Weighton, known as the Heart 
of East Yorkshire, is a market town with 
Victorian and Georgian architecture . Its 
variety of shops and eateries make it an 
ideal place to visit . It’s also famous for being 
the home of the Yorkshire Giant, William 
Bradley, who was the tallest British man that 
ever lived – measuring a lofty 7ft 9" ! Have 
your photograph taken next to his life-sized 
statue outside the Town Hall . Also, don’t  
miss the ‘Giant Community Day’ celebrations 
in the town during early summer .

Goodmanham, nearby, is one of the oldest 
religious sites in England . Although once a 
focal point for Pagan worship, the village 
became the birthplace of Christianity in 
the north during the time of King Edwin of 
Northumberland . All Hallows Church now 
stands on the site of the former temple .  
You can get good food and drink at the 
award-winning Goodmanham Arms, a 
traditional pub with a small brewery making 
a variety of real ales . Alternatively visit the 
wonderful Fiddle Drill Tea rooms .

The geocache route uses part of the old 
Market Weighton-Beverley railway line, 
which runs through a valley known as the 
Market Weighton Gap . The tracks are now 
gone and it forms part of the Hudson Way 
and part of the Yorkshire Wolds Way to 
Market Weighton . In spring and summer  
the edge of the old track is carpeted  
with flowers.

 Details of the geocache trail are available 
at www.top10trails.com

 Start: Market Weighton    Distance: 6 .3 km (3 .9 miles)    Time: 3 hours    Map: OS 294   
Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile

© Crown copyright and database rights 2013 . Ordnance Survey 100021930 .

Leave road at 
kissing gate
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Londesborough Park offers the  
ideal setting to spot Red Kites.  
Although these magnificent birds can  
be seen almost anywhere in this part  
of the Yorkshire Wolds, they tend 
to prefer estates or parkland like 
Londesborough Park, which provide  
a good food supply with old mature  
trees for roosting and nesting.© RSPB



Londesborough Park is a delightful,  
formerly landscaped park of pasture 
woodland and a lake on the south-west  
edge of the Yorkshire Wolds, immediately 
south of the village of Londesborough .  
It once formed the grounds of a manor  
house (now demolished), which dated  
back to medieval times .

The Park is a great place for family visits,  
with plenty of paths for children to explore 
and opportunities to experience nature  
up close . February is a wonderful time  
to visit, especially on Snowdrop Sundays,  
when a carpet of brilliant flowers covers  
the woodland floor .

Watch out for magnificent Red Kites  
during your visit, which can be seen flying 
gracefully above the Yorkshire Wolds 
landscape . Although sightings are now 
common, seventy years ago the Red Kite 
would have been missing from the Yorkshire 
skies, as just two pairs were known to exist 
in the UK (in mid-Wales). The re-introduction 
of the Red Kite in the 1990s at Harewood 
House is one of our most successful 
conservation stories, with over 1,000 
breeding pairs now known to exist .

Visit on Bank Holiday Sundays and Mondays 
and you will find refreshments in the  
Reading Room close to the Church .  
The Church is also open on Wednesdays 
during the Summer for a visit, when 
refreshments are also available .

 Start: Towthorpe Corner Picnic Site    
 Distance: 5 km (3 miles)    Time: 2 hours    
 Map: OS 294   Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile
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rebels on the Pilgrimage of Grace

The Pilgrimage of Grace heritage  
walk is an 8 ¼ mile linear walk  
through outstanding landscapes  
between Warter and Pocklington.  
It celebrates the important role that 
this part of Yorkshire played in the 
Pilgrimage of Grace, a rebellion against 
Henry VIII in Yorkshire in 1536.



The Pilgrimage of Grace rebellion is an 
important part of the history of  Yorkshire, 
as it united many thousands of local people 
disillusioned by King Henry VIII’s policies .  
The Pilgrimage began on the Western edge 
of the Yorkshire Wolds, with one group 
marching to Hull and the other marching  
to York . Many of the villages along and near  
to the Yorkshire Wolds Way played a 
significant role in the rebellion . The leaders  
of the uprising gathered 10,000 rebels on  
Market Weighton Hill and recruited local 
people on the way to York . It is likely that 
the rebels stopped at Nunburnholme Abbey, 
Warter Priory and camped at Pocklington 
common where they picked up new recruits .

Although not a pilgrimage in the religious 
sense, Henry VIII’s closure of smaller 
monasteries was seen as ‘the last straw’ 
by many people in the North . Today, 
the Pilgrimage of Grace walk links some 
significant religious landmarks including 
Pocklington Church, Nunburnholme Church, 
the Wolds Heritage Centre at St James’ 
Church in Warter and the Madhyamaka 
Kadampa Meditation Centre at Kilnwick 
Percy Hall – itself home to the famous 
World Peace Café (serving vegetarian 
treats) and offering a range of overnight 
accommodation . Download the full route  
at: www.top10trails.com or pick it up  
from many outlets in Pocklington .

 Start: Warter    Distance: 13 .3 km (8¼ miles)    Time: 6 hours    Map: OS 294   
Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile

© Crown copyright and database rights 2013 . Ordnance Survey 100021930 .
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Poetry Bench near Huggate

After a walk around the 
Huggate landscape, rest up 
and watch the world go by on 
the Huggate Poetry Bench, 
north of Huggate village.



Yorkshire Wolds Secret Art is a new initiative, with 
paintings and poetry on the route just waiting to  
be discovered using your mobile phone or tablet .  
This walk takes you to a very special Secret Art point, 
where the famous Yorkshire Poet Ian McMillan has 
recorded a poem unique to the superb location .  
You can listen to this on site when you open up the 
Yorkshire Wolds Way on your phone . You will need the 
free Love Exploring app (loveexploring.co.uk) to  
discover this and over 30 other Secret Art points  
along the Yorkshire Wolds Way . All the details you need 
for this are on www.yorkshirewoldssecretart.co.uk

This walk also gives you a chance to stretch out on the 
Huggate Poetry Bench, which is located located close to 
the point where three dry valleys meet (Horse Dale,  
Holm Dale and Harper Dale), which are amongst 
the finest in the Wolds . Relaxing on the bench offers 
opportunity to experience the tranquillity of the 
landscape whilst enjoying wonderful views over the  
three valleys . Find out how it inspires you!

The Huggate Poetry Bench is 
one of six sculpted  
benches created as part of the 
WANDER project, which was 
set up to install a variety of 
inspirational artworks along the 
Yorkshire Wolds Way .  
The bench near Huggate was 
designed by artist Angus Ross, 
with the wood springing out 
of the ground to represent 
the curves of the dales (or dry 
valleys) and the springs along 
the Yorkshire Wolds Way . The 
bench is carved with a poem 
by John Clark, which reads:

We have rippled the earth with 
our desire to be here not there.
We have driven the dale’s wedge 
of hush home between us.
But you move, as we moved, in 
the ghost of water.
A hare rips away from the dead,
Thuds down the dyke and out into 
everywhere the grasses foam.

Once you have relaxed at  
the bench turn back then  
head west along the length  
of Horse Dale over Open 
Access land, before turning left 
to return to Huggate .

There is also opportunity 
along the walk to stop off at 
the village of Huggate, the 
highest village on the Yorkshire 
Wolds . Here you can enjoy 
refreshments at the Wolds Inn, 
visit one of the deepest wells in 
England or admire the beautiful 
Grade I listed church .

 Please note: be mindful to 
avoid causing an obstruction 
for other people when 
parking your car .

 Start: Huggate Village    Distance: 5 .8 km (3 .6 miles)    
 Time: 2 hours    Map: OS 294    

Suggested route:      Secret Art Point
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½ Mile

Bench location
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around Fridaythorpe

Fridaythorpe is the best place 
to explore the characteristic 
dry valleys of the Yorkshire 
Wolds. The network of dry 
valleys, known locally as 
‘dales’ or ‘slacks’, which 
dissect the Yorkshire Wolds 
plateau, offer fantastic 
opportunities to experience 
peace and tranquillity.



From higher ground the Yorkshire Wolds 
appears to be a gently rolling landscape with 
expansive open views . Up close it looks quite 
different, with numerous steep-sided valleys 
criss-crossing the landscape and giving the 
area a unique character all of its own .

The dry valleys were created at the end of 
the last ice age, around 18,000 years ago, 
when the action of fast-flowing streams 
flowing over frozen ground carved out the 
valleys . The chalk on which the Yorkshire 
Wolds landscape has formed allows water 
to drain so efficiently that the valleys run dry . 
Discover these steep sided dry valleys on  
the Fridaythorpe circuit: a circular walk  
which follows the Yorkshire Wolds Way  
for some of the route .

The walk starts and ends in the village of 
Fridaythorpe, the mid-way point of the 
Yorkshire Wolds Way . Whilst in Fridaythorpe 

be sure to seek out the WANDER artwork, 
disguised as a bus shelter, which provides 
a great place for walkers to have a rest 
and enjoy a picnic . The route also allows 
you to discover artwork by Chris Drury, 
called ‘Waves and Time’, again created as 
part of the WANDER project . This amazing 
artwork was inspired by the ice and water 
that shaped the landscape . It incorporates 
a dewpond and gentle grassy mounds 
representing lines of ancient waterways .

 Start: Wayrham Picnic Area or Road Parking in Fridaythorpe    Distance: 11 km (7 miles)    
 Time: 4½ hours    Map: OS 294   Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile
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Robert Fuller Gallery

Thixendale village is one 
of the most charming 
places to visit on a trip  
to the Yorkshire Wolds.  
Its location at the bottom 
of many intersecting  
dales is a delightful  
setting and makes it 
one of the most isolated 
villages in the area.



A visit to Thixendale is a truly traditional 
village experience with a local pub, village 
hall, characterful church and village shop .  
The local community is keen to welcome 
walkers, with the village hall opening on 
Sundays to serve drinks and homemade 
cakes . Some residents even open their doors 
to walkers and offer cookies on rainy days ! 
The local pub, Cross Keys, is much loved 
by walkers along the Yorkshire Wolds Way, 
offering accommodation and good food  
and drink in a cosy atmosphere . The pub  
is open every evening and also during  
the day on Fridays and the weekend .

If you need further provisions then visit the 
village shop, serving all you need to refuel 
and refresh yourself for a day of adventure .

It is well worth taking a walk from the 
village to the famous Robert Fuller Gallery . 
Robert Fuller is a world-renowned wildlife 
artist who grew up in the area and runs 
an acclaimed gallery at Fotherdale Farm, 
where he lives . The gallery houses a stunning 
collection of Robert’s artwork which is 
available for purchase . His passion for 
conservation inspires his work – a result  
of his father’s conservationist approach  
to farming .

This walk allows you to see Thixendale  
and enjoy some of the delightful dry valleys 
and field tops of the Yorkshire Wolds . 
Strolling along it you will see why the  
East Yorkshire and Derwent Ramblers 
recognised the importance of having a 
National Trail here back in the 1970s .

 For information about the gallery visit  
www.robertefuller.com

 Please note: be mindful to avoid 
causing an obstruction for other people 
when parking your car .

 Start: Thixendale Village    
 Distance: 9 .3 km (5 .8 miles)    
 Time: 4 hours    Map: OS 300 

Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile
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Wharram Percy

Located in a picturesque setting, Wharram Percy is the 
most famous deserted medieval village in Britain.

An audio tour around the village, produced by English 
Heritage, is available from the website at:

www.top10trails.com

This can be downloaded to a mobile phone,  
mp3 player or other device and provides lots of 
interesting information whilst guiding you on a  
walk around the village .



It is difficult to imagine today that  
Wharram Percy would have been a busy 
village between the 12th and 14th centuries . 
Now managed by English Heritage, many of 
the buildings that helped to make the village 
flourish have gone, with only remnants visible 
as excavated sites, ditches or banks .

The village is considered the most  
famous deserted medieval village in Britain . 
Excavations took place every year from the 
1950s to 1990 . These have uncovered lots of 
information about how our ancestors lived, 
with new stories still unfolding . Most recently 
archaeologists have uncovered more about 
the villagers belief in the “living dead” where 
bodies were decapitated, dismembered and 
burnt in the belief that it would prevent 
them from rising from their graves, spreading 
disease and attacking the living!

Our walk also takes a wander down the 
old Malton & Driffield Railway line to the 
former Wharram Quarry . This site is now 
managed by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust . 
Wharram Quarry is home to many of the 
characteristic flowering plants that thrive 
on the thin Wolds soil . Butterflies flit from 
flower to flower and in the sky you many 
see and hear the buzzards that nest in the 
nearby woods .

 Start:  Wharram Percy  
Deserted Village car park  

 Distance: 5 .6 km (3 .5 miles)    
 Time: 3 hours    Map: OS 300    

Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile
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sculpture at Wintringham

This is one of the 
steepest parts of the 
trail but the climb 
is well worth it for 
panoramic views of  
the North York Moors 
and across the Vale  
of Pickering.



The Yorkshire Wolds Way climbs steeply  
after leaving Wintringham . Although not  
far to climb, the 60-metre rise over just  
200 metres is a short sharp shock in an 
otherwise gently rolling landscape !

Don’t worry if you are a little out of 
breath when you reach the top . Take the 
chance to rest and enjoy the view whilst 
contemplating a sculpture by Jony Easterby. 
Entitled ‘Enclosure Rites’, it was the first piece 
of artwork to be commissioned as part 
of the WANDER project . Jony Easterby 
worked with archaeologists to research the 
cultural landscape and develop an artwork 
inspired by the ancient history of this 
special place . The creation of a pond and 

wildlife meadows as part of the artwork 
celebrates the rich and abundant wildlife 
of the Yorkshire Wolds . The sculpture is 
located within the Wolds Way Caravan 
and Camping site, which offers high quality 
accommodation and panoramic views  
across the Vale of Pickering . Experience this 
stunning artwork for yourself and discover 
how it inspires you to see the landscape 
 in new ways .

Before taking a deep breath and making 
the steep climb, why not have a look at 
what Wintringham has to offer ? The village 
features a magnificent church, Saint Peter’s – 
one of the most interesting churches along 
the trail and constructed from the same 
seam of Tadcaster limestone that was used 
to build York Minster Cathedral . Look out  
for the fascinating stained-glass windows  
and the curious instructions to bellringers 
written by the church clerk in 1723:

I pray you Gentlemen beware,

And when you ring ye Bells take care,

For he that Rings and breaks a stay,

Must pay Sixpence without delay,

And if you ring in Spurs or Hatt,

You must likewise pay Sixpence for that .

 Start: Wintringham Village    
 Distance: 2 .9 km (1 .8 miles)    
 Time: 1½ hours    Map: OS 300    

Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile
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Filey marks the end of 
the Yorkshire Wolds Way, 
providing the perfect place 
to relax after a long walk 
with plenty for everyone  
to explore.

©
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Filey is a traditional seaside resort offering 
those finishing the Yorkshire Wolds Way  
a place to relax, go for a paddle or sit on  
the beach and enjoy the view . Its long  
sandy beach and promenade offer a  
variety of family friendly activities – from 
exploring rock pools on Filey Brigg to a 
sculpture trail along the coast .

This walk starts out from John Street in 
the centre of Filey and it gives you a great 
chance to enjoy some of the outstanding 
beach, the cliff top including Filey Brigg  
itself and a stretch of the Cleveland Way 
National Trail (there is another 109 miles  
to go if you want to walk it to the other  
end at Helmsley!) .

There are plenty of places to stay overnight 
if you want to make a holiday of your visit . 
There are also lots of restaurants and pubs 
for refreshments or evenings out .

But  .  .  . whether you are visiting Filey at the 
end of a long walk, for a family day out or a 
weekend away, no trip would be complete 
without trying the fantastic fish and chips 
that are on offer . Treat yourself and tuck in !

 Start: At Filey Tourist Information Centre    Distance: 6 .4 km (4 miles)    Time: 3 hours    
 Map: OS 301   Suggested route: 

1 Kilometre

½ Mile
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 1 Humber Bridge
 2 Market Weighton
 3 Londesborough Park
 4 Pilgrimage of Grace
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 6 Fridaythorpe
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 8 Wharram Percy
 9 Wintringham
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